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| ning to his people of England. 


BY THE GREAT OVER- 


| flowing of the VVaters or 


'- Floudes lately hapned . 


EIN IS DESCRIBED 


. , the great loſſes, and Wondertull 


| damages, that thereby: by the drow- 
| ning of many Townes and Villages, to 

[. +4 the vtcer yndooing of many thou- 

| ſa.des of People. 


ee 
e e 
Gods Warning tO - 


his * of England. 


AN are the dombe 
91 warninges of Diltrucion , 


ot his heaup wzath extended 
toward vs: All which in bliee- 
ding deal ts, may infozce vs to 
— on the true garment of Repentance. and like vuto 
the Niniuics, vnlained ly ſolicite the ſwat murtie s of our 
mot louing Gov: ZTherefozeiet vs now call ro remems 
bzancethe late grienons and mo lamentable Plague 
of Peffilence, wherein te w2ath of God tobe frombs 
ſo many thouſandcs of car frienves, RKindzcd and ac-s 
quaintance: let vs aifo- cali toremembzannce the moſt 
wicked and pzetended malice, of the late Papiſticall 
Conſpiracte of Traptozs , that with powder pzaciſed 
the ſnbuerſlion of this berantifull Bingdome : And 
laftlp let vs fir our eyes tpon theiſc late ſwellinges of 
the ontragions Mate ts, which of late now hapned in 
dfuers partes of this Realme, together with the ongrs 
flowing of the Seas in diutts and ſanvay places thert- 
of; whoſe ſcuitſult vate gg, being now ouerwhelmed and 
downed with thcſe moſt vaſozcanate and vreſeafona- 
ble ſt waters, doe ſoze-ſhew great Barrennes , and 
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Famin fo eaſae aller it, (valeCe the Almightle God of 
bis great inflnit mercy and gadneſſe doe pzenent it.) 
Bat now oh Englund, be not oucrcome with thing 
own? fully: Be nat blinded with the oaermuch ſecus 
ritte of thy (cife, utter (tate thou thy ſelte in thing 
owe eme: 7 0: Unce the generall ziſtolution of tbe 
Yhoie world bp Llier, in thetumev? Nov, negir the 
line zubvndatien o wairp puniſhment then bapned now 
here related to the great griete of all Chziſttan heas 
rers, as by this fg ichn Yall heart appeate. 

UÞon Tuctdap being the 20. of Lmuary laſt packt, 
1607 in diucts places alwell un the Mc ſterne partes of 
Ungland, as alſe in ciuets utter hates of this Nealme: 
there hapned{ucy an ouer flowing cf Waters , ſach a 
violent ſwelling of the Stas, and inch fo:cible bzeaches 
made into the firme Land: namely tnto the boſomes 
of thele couatrize follzwing . Tbat is toſay, in the 
Countus of Glocelt:r, Sonumer et, together with the 
Coun:ries of Munmoth, Glamorgan, Carmarthen, and 
diners and (andzy other places of Souti-wales: the like 
neuer in ie memo2p of man, hath cuer binſene oz 
beard ot: The ſaddapne ter to whereof-ftroke ſuch an 
amazed feare into the hearts of all the inhabitants of 
thoſe partcs, thaceuery one pzepared him(ſcife ready to 
entertapue the laſt Pertod of dis lives Peſtrugion : 
Deming it aliogetber to be a ſecond delage: 03. an vnis 
uri lal, puniſhment by Mater. 

Foz vpon tye Cacſdaꝝ being the 20 of Tanuary laff, 
as atozeſaid, about nine ef theclocke in the mozning , 
tbe Sunne being malt fapzelp and bzigatle (pzed,aany 
of the Indabitante s of thoſe Countreys befoze menct- 
ont d, pzeparcd iht mit lues to their affapzes,ſome toons 
bniſtnes, lome to an other: every man accozding 10 dis 
calling, As the Plowmen letting fozth their Cattle 
to their Iabaurs, the @bephearves ſeeding of tyeir 
fockes, the Farmers ouer-ſ&ing of thur grounds, and 


by R R a 
loking tai heir cattle ft ding therein, and lo triry ene 
impleid in vis uuns as cecaſten riquirtd. * Then 
they mig bt ſa $ pt rceint a far of, os it were in the Cle- 
ment, huge and mighty Vales cf water, tumbling ene 
ouer guether, in ſocy ſozt as i the greateff meuntaincs 
inthe wo:ld, badever-whelmed the lowe Falcves oz 
Parlhy grounds. Sematiaus it fg dect tte eyes of 
many of the @pectato;s, that it ey immag' ned it bad 
bin ſome fogge 02 miſte, comming with geeat (wikines. 
towardes them: and with ſuch a ſmoke, ao if Pons 
tapnes were allen fire : and to the bi- w aof fone, if 
ſemcd as if liyens of tiouſand cs of Irrowes dad 
bin ſhot ſothj gil at one time, which came in ſoch (wilf- 
nes, as it was verily thought, that the Fowles of the 
apze could (carſe fip ſo fall, luch was the thzeatning lu⸗ 
rpes thereof, | | 

But aſſone as the people ofthoſe Tountrtes;percet- 
ved that it was the viclence of the Waters of thr ra- 
ging Seas, and that the began to cxeobe the compaſſe 
of their accuſtomed bourdes, and making lo furicufly 
towardes them . happy were thep that could make the 
be ſt, and molt ſped away, many of them, leautug all 
their gods and ſubſt ante. tothe mertiles Waters, be- 
ing glad to cſcape away with life themſelues : But ſo 
violent and (ſwift were the outragicue wanes, that pur⸗ 
ſued one an other, wil d ſuch vebernencie, and the Was 
ters multiplying (@ much in ſo ſhozta time, that in 
leſſe then five hourrs ſpace, moſt part of thoſe tuntreys 
(and clpecially the places wbich lap lowe,) were all o- 
uerflowen, and many bundzeds of people both men wo⸗ 
men. andchils;en were then quite dcuoored, by thete 
ontragions waters, ſuch was the furis of the waacs , 
of the Seas, the one of them dzypning ide other foz- 
wardcs with ſuch fozce and iwiftnes, that it is almeſt 
incredible toz any to bela ut the lame, except luch as 
taſted of the (mart thereof, and ſuch as behelve the 
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dzownd, by theſe merciles Waters: Pany men that 
were rich in the mozning when they roſe out of their 
beds, wers made peze befoze nane tbe ſame day : ſach 
are the Judgements of the Almightie God, who isthe 
gener of all god thinges, who can and will diſpoſe of 
them agapne at all times, accozding te bis godwill ant 
pleaſure , whenſoeuer it ſhall ſ@me beſt vnto bim. 
Pony others like wile, had their habitations oz dwel- 
ling houſes all carryed away in aſhozxt time, andhad 
— left chem, lo much as ts ſh;owve thems- 


Pozeoner, many that had great foze of Cozne and 
Grapne, in their Barnes and Garnersin the mozning 
dad not within flue boures (pace afterwardes, ſo much 
as one Grapne to make them bzead withall : either 
had fhep lo much leſt as a locke of Yay o Strate to 
-fede their cattell which wers let: Sach was the 
-great miſery thep-{uſllepned by the fury of this wa⸗ 
try Slement, from which like, gov L Ibeſ#ch him 
of his infla( e mercy and godnes to delimer vs all. 

The names of ſoare of the Townes and Witlages 
which ſuffered great harmes and loſſes hereby were 
theſe, (Viz.) 

Briſtoll and Auſt, this Auſt is a village oz 

-town ſome 8. miles diſtant from Briſtoll pen 
the @caaerne fide where al people are Fer 

tyed euer, that come out of Wales, inte thoſe 
pertes of Glouceſter and Sommcrſcct-ſhire 

Atl 
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All the countries along wn both che es of the Ni- 
bout ſome 2.0. miles was all onerflowne, in ſome places 
/ 6; miles aner, in ſane places moze, in as leffe. 
toner, all ez the mot? parte, ofthe Bzivges, be- 
| twene Glouceſter and Briſtoll, were all fozcibly carted 
| away with the Watcrs: beſides many godly buifdings 
thereabonts murd defaced, and many of tem carrrer 
| quite away: befides many other great loſſes of al kinds 
of Cazue and Grayne, and cattle that were rden loft. 
At Ault, many paſfenge rs thatars Ferryed oner 
| therenow, are faine to begaided by gnides, al along. 
the Canes, wbere the water Au remaynetd foz the 
ſpace of 3 03 4 myles, op vife they wbt in greatdaun- 
ger of " the Water 
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the Water, 
here teas (Ghepſtor's rome tyaten'y rhe 
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bed: and alſo a Gpzle, by the like miſfoztuno. 

Alle, all along tbe {Mme coaſtes., vp to Gold-clife, 

Matherne, Calico: Moores. Redrift, Newport, Caiditfe, 

Cowbridge, Swanſcy, Laugterne, Llanſtephan, and dis 
ners other places, of G. an- hire, Mynmotheſhire, | 
Carmariken-ſhire, and Cardigan ſhire: many great 
barmes were there done, and the waters raged ſo furi⸗ 
oully and with ſuch great vebemencie, that it is ſuppo- 
ſed that in thoſe partes, there cannat be ſo few perſons 
d;ownedas 500: both Pen. Women, and Childzcen 
beſides the loſſes of a boundance of all kinde of Cozne and 
Graine: together with their Pay, and other p;oaiſton 
which they had made foz thetr Cattle. 

P8zeouer, there were in the places afoze mentioncy, 
maiy thaalandes of Cattle, which were tæding in tbe 
Lowe Ualers, dzownd and onerwhel;ned with the vi⸗ 
olence of the furions waters : as Dren kine, poung 
beaſtes, dozſes @hape, ed wine, and {uch like, the num⸗ 
ber is domed inſi ait: yes, and nat ſo mach as Turkies, | 
Hens, Geeſe, Duckes, andother Panltry about their 
bouſes cold once eſcape awey, the Wanes of the Wes 
ſo ouerwhelmed them. 

And that which is moze ſtraunge: There are not 
no w found one l floating vpon the Waters (fill remal- 
ning, the dead Carkees'of manp men women and 
childzcn: But alſo an aboundauce ct all kinde of wilde 
Beaſts, as Fores, Pares, Connirs, Kats, eBovles and 
ſuch like: ſome of them {wtmming one voon an ethers | 
Backe. thiakiog to haue ſavedthemſriues fyrreby, but | 
all was in vame, ſuch was the fozce of the” Waters that = 
oner-p2cſſed them. | | 

In a place in Munmoth ſhire,there was a maine went 
to wilke her Laine in the mozneng , but 'befoze ſhe han 
fully ended her buſines, the bebemencte of the*Waters 
increaſcd, andſo ſaddenly enuironed her about, that ſhe 
cauld not eſcape thence, but was eriſozced to make ſhift 


vp 


. 
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vp to the top of an bia Banbe fo ſaue herfelfe , which 
tHe did with much edoe, where (be was cor Crained to 
abide all that day and nigbt, until! 8 of the clocke in the 
next mozning, in great diſtreſſe, what with the colt nes 
of the ayze and waters:and what with otber àccidents 
dat there bapned vnts der. he dad bin like there fo bane 
periſhed: dad not the Almightie God of his infinit mer⸗ 
cy and godnes, pzrſeruedher , frem ſach great pirills 
and daungers, which were likely there to enſoe vn- 
to her. 

But there placing her ſelfe fo; laueguard of her life 
8s afozeſaid, haning none other refuge to fly vnto: the 
Watcrs in ſuch violent ſozt had ſa purſued ber, that 
there was but a (mall diffance of ground left vaconered 
with Waters, foz ber te abide vpon: There ſhere- 
mayned mot pittpſuily lamenting the great dannger 
of life that ſhe was then in, expeding every minute of an 
hours, to be oner whelmed with thoſe mercyleſſe Wa- 
ters: Butthe Almighty God, who is tde Creatoz of all 
god things, when he thought mate, (ent his holy An- 
gell fo commannd the Waters to ceaſe their fury: and 
foreturne into their accuſtomed bonuds againe, wher- 
by acco2ding to his moſt bleſſed will and pleaſure ſhe 
was then pacſerved. 

Jn the meane (pace, during the continuance of her 
abdbe there, divers of her friends p3aciſed all the mcans 
they conlo to reconer her, but could not, the Waters 
were of ſuch a dæpt nes about ber, and Boatesthey bad 
none, — oben 3 te ſuccour det, (uch — 
want » that many periſhed thz the 
want thereof. 

There was a Gentleman of worth, dwelling n&ro 

unte the place where ſhe was, who cauſed a godly 

Gelding to be ſadled, ond ſe? a man bpon the backe of 

dim, thinking to haue fetcht her away, but (web were 

the dpenes ofthe waters, that he — 
5 
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the ſame, but refgzed. 

Al laſt ſome of her friends, deniſed a deviſe, and tyed 
two bzoad Troaghes the one to the other, (ſach as in 
tzoſe countreys they vie to ſalt Bacon in) and put 
in two laſtie ſtrong men, who with long Powles (ſtir- 
ring theſe trenghes) (as ił they had bin boates ) made 
great ſhift to come to her, i lo by this meanes, tha ongh 
Gods god helpe ſbe was then (aned , 

But now (gentle Keader) marke what befell, at 
ets tine, of the ſtrangenes of other creatures: whom . 
the (Waters bad violently oppzefſed : fog the two men 
which toke vpon them to fetch away the maide from 
the top of the Banke, can truely witnes. the ſame as 
well as her ſelfe to be true, foz they bebeld the fame 
with their Eyes . 

The (#1 oz Banke where ſho maide abode all that 
ſpacs, was all ſo covered over, with wilde beaſtes and 
ver min, that came thither to ſ@ke foz ſuccour) that ſhe 
had much adte to ſaue her ſelfs, em taking of hart by 
them: and much a-doe ſhe had to kepe them from cr&- 
ping vpon and about her, ſhe was not ſo much in daun- 
ger of the Water en the one Ude: as ſhe was troubled 
with theſe Aermin on the other fide. 

The bzilles and Uermin that were there wers 
theſe. (Viz) 

Dogs Cats, Boules, Foxes, Vares, Conpes, yea 
and not ſo much, as Plce and Rats: but were there in 
abundance and that which is moze ſtraunge: The 
one of them neuer once off;ed to annoy the other: al- 
though they were deadly enamicsby Nature the ons 
to an other; Vet in this daunger of life, they not ances 
offred to crpzefſe their naturall enuis: But in a gentis 
ſozt, they frale {nloped tbe libertis of life, which in 
mint opinion, was a moſt wondertall base in Nw 

touching thts 
added | 


tur, 
"Bat nowlgt vs — th 
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mulds beſldes the other accidentes bettet rehearſed and 
let vs returne againe to theſe watry miſerics : Ths 
counties of Glamorgan. Car:narthen, and Cardigan, and 
many other places in South-walcs, haus likewiſe bozne 
the heauy but den, of Gods wzath herein: Andmany 
were the lines of them that were loſt thzough this wa- 
tery deſtruction, 

Mane there were which f:d into the tops of bigy 
tres, andthere were infozced to abide ſame thꝛe daies, 
ſome moze, and lome lefo, without any vicuals at all, 
thereinffcing much colde beides many other calan:t- 
ties, andſomeof them in ſuc) (ozt , that thzough cucr- 
much hunger and cold, ſome of them fell town againe 
ont of the Trees, and ſo were like to periſh foz want cf 
ſaccour, Otherlame, ſate in the tops of high Tras es 
aſozeſaid, hc holding their wines, childzen, and ſcruants, 
ſwimming (remediles of all ſaccour) in the Waters, 

Other ſome fitting ta the tops of Tras might behold 
their houſes onerflowne with the waters, ſowe their 
houſes caryedquiteawap : and no ligne oz token lalt 
thcre of them. 

Pany of them might ſz, as they od vpon the tors 
ef high Villes, their cattle petit, and could not tcl! 
dow to ſucconr them, and their Barnes, with all thets 
ſtozg of Cozne and Graine quite conſumed, which was 
no ſmall gricfe vato then. 

ÞPany people and Cattle in dluers places of theſes 
Cuntreys, might baue bæne ſaucd in time, trat tte 
cuntreps had bene aug thing like furniſhed with botes, 
oz other pꝛauiſlon fit fo; lach a ſudden Accident, as ihis 
was, which as Cod himſelfe knoweth , was little cxs 
ptud of them ta haue fallen ſo ſuodenly vpon them. 

But ſoing the cuntre ps were ſa bnfurniſhed with 
Eoates much harme was done, tothe viter bndoing 
of many theaſandes. 

Dome fled into the tops of churctes and Steplcs, 
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to ſans themſelnes, from whence they might be holde, 
tbemſcloes depzined aſwell of all their ſubſtance, as al- 
ſo of al their tops, which they had befoze rectinet in their 
wiges and childzen, beware, whole Rakes of Peaſe , 
Beunts, Dates, and other graine were («ne a far of, 
to floatHpon the LAatertoandfro, in the Countreys 
as if they gad bin ſhips bpon the Seas 

The Foundations of many Churches and hovſcs , 
were in a manner decaped, and (ome carped quite as 
way, as in Cardiffe, tn the county of Glamorgan ther e 
was a great part ofthe Church next the Water ſide ea- 
ten downe, with the Mater, many houles and Gars 
dens there, which were nere the water ſide, were all 
oucrfliowen, and much darme done. 

Diuers otder Churches lie hidden in the Waters , 
and ſome of them the tops are to be ſane: and older 
fome, nothing at all to be ſ@ne, but the verp tops of the 
St «ples, and of ſome of them nothing at all, vepther 
ſcæple no; nothing elſe. Alſo many ſcoles of young 
ſcyollers,in many places of thoſe cantceys,ſtod in great 
perylexitie, ſome of them adaenturing home to their 
parents mere dzowneb by the way: ther ſome taping 
bebinde in in Churches, did climbe vp tothe tops of 
Steples, where they were verp nere ſtarued to drath 
ſoz want of fade and fire: many by the help of boards 
and plankesof Mod, ſwam to dy land and ſo were 
pꝛtlerued from vntimelp Death, Pane bad Boates 
bꝛoug ht them, ſome 10 miles, ſome 1 5. ſome 0. where 
there was ncair ſane any Boates befaze. 

Thus Dad ſuffccd many ol them to eſcape his pzefull 
w3 :b, in bose of their amendment of life: Deme men 
that were riding on the bigh wapes were oucrtaken 
with theſe mercilcſſe Waters, and were downed, 

And againe many haue bin moſt ſtcangely pzcſerucd. 

As foz eram le, there was in the Conntite of Gla- 
mor. an, & Wan both blind and did ride and one * 

ap 
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pad not bin able fb ttand bpon his legs in ten yeares ba- 
e, he bad bfs pwze cottage bzoken downe by the fogce 
ofthe Waters, and himſelfe, Bed and all caryed into 
the open flelvs, where being read ie follnke, and at the 
point to ſake a reſting place, two fathoms da pe under 
the Waters: bis hand by chaunce cafcht dolde of the 
Raſter of an houſe ſwimming by tbe flercencſſe ofthe 
Mit. das, then blowing Eaſtcrnely he was dz inen lale⸗ 
ty ta the L and, and ſo cſcaped. 

Allo in an other place, there was a man Child of the 
age, cf 5. 02 6. yrares, which was kept ſwimming foz 
the ſpace of two houres, abone the Waters, by reaſon 
that bis long Coates lap ſpʒe ad vpon the tops of the wa⸗ 
ters, and being at laſt, at the bery popnt to ſinke ; 
there came by chaunce by, (floating vpon the tops of the 
Waters,) a fat Zeather that was dead, very full of 
Moll The poze diſtrcC:d Child perceining this god 
meanes of recouerie,canght faſt hoſt on the Wethers 
Wol, and likewiſe with the winde ve was dziven to 
day land, and ſo ſaued. | 

There wes alſo in the County of Carmarthen, a 
paung Woman, whs bad foore ſmall Childzen, end 
not one of them able to helpe it fete: and the o- 
ther then (ing the furpes of the Waters to be ſv dic. 
lent to ceaze vpon her thzcatning the Defrncivon of 
ber ſelſe and ber (mall Chilozen, (and as a Womans 
wit is euer ready in extceamities) The toke along 
Trongb,'wherein the was wont to make her bzcadin, 
and therein plact d her ſelfe, and her feure Chlldzen: 
And lo putting themſelnes to tde merties of the Ma. 
ters, they were all by that meanes dzinen to the day 
land, and by Gods god pꝛouidence thereby they were 
all ſaned, 

Panp moze (here were that tbꝛeugb the handy 
wezkes off were pꝛelerued lrom this violent death 
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The lowe Parſhes and Fenny groundes, n&re 
Barſtable in the Countie of Dcuon were onerflowne , 
ſo farrs ont, and in ſuch outragious ſozt, that the 
cuntrep all along to Bridge-wacer was greatly diſtre⸗ 
ſed. thereby, and much hurt there done it is a moſt pits 
tifall Aght to beholve what numbers of fat Dren, 
were there Dzowned : what flockes of Sb&pe, what 
deades of Kine, hane their bin loſt, and Dzowned in 
in theſe outragious Waters: there is little now rema{s 
ning there, todeſ@ne, but huge Waters like to the 
maine ©csan: The tops of Churches and Steeples like 
bo the tops of Rockes inthe Sea. Great Reekes of Fod- 
der foz Cattle, are floating like @ bips vpon the Wa- 
ters, and dead Beaſtes ſwimming thereon: Cow paſt 
te ding on the ſame, though the rigour of this Clement 
of Mater: The tops of C tas. a man mae beboſde re- 
matriing abone the Waters, Upon whoſe bzarmches, 
multituves of all kinde of Turkies, Pens , and other 
ſuch like Ponltry were faine toflp vp into the Tres to 
ſane their lines, where many of them periſhed todcath, 
foz wantof reliefe , net being able to fig to dy land 
ko ſaccour, byreaſan of their weakenes. 

This mercyleCe Water bzcaling into the Boſome 
of the firme Land, hath pzouev a fearefull paniſhs 
ment, as well fo all other lining Creatures: as al- 
ſo to all Pankinde: Wibich'if it han not binne fo; 
the mercyfull pzomile"of Ged, at the aff diſſolution 
of the Woz.d , by Mater, by the-ſigue-ofthe Ratn- 
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bows, which is Kill ſhewed vs: we — 42 
ru bel ued, this time had bin the vero boure 
Ce dis comming: From which Elemen Ce 
extended towardes vs in this 
1 Lozd deliger 
Amen. 
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